PROGRESS    AND    BARBARISM

y accepting the evangel of the pseudo-biologists with its cynical
seudo-logic of the right of the strong over the weak. So long as
eople rest content with that, Hitler will continue to profit by a
onfusion of minds that permits him to come out equally well on
ither side as a saviour. His ability to do so is shown by the
rotesque perplexities we all share. Marxists of all sorts of shades
xpress in private their concern at the fact that Hitler has said so
aany things which they themselves regard as essential, things
vhich must be held on to in the future, whatever happens; while
ill the economists and politicians who take the line that a man is
naster in his own house breathe more freely at the prospect that
in end is at last to be made of "the silly dreams of false humani-
arianism". The fact that these two diametrically opposed schools
>f thought can both find support in Nazism not only shows the
existing confusion and self-deception concerning our critical times,
DUt shows that Nazism has in fact touched the vital spots in the
:risis.

The only use Nazism makes at present of its recognition of the
real issues of our time is to extend its influence in foreign policy.
But in doing this it scatters the seed of the Nihilist Revolution on
new soil. It may have attained practical military successes in
France. The process of civil war continues, and new phases of the
revolution are in preparation which it is quite impossible to
foresee. What we can see already is the effect in foreign policy.
The internal results, which may produce entirely new alignments,
are unforeseeable.

Progress and Barbarism
It is only necessary to give another name to the contrasted
elements of the master-class and the subjugated slave-class in order
to realize that this distinction has become virtually inescapable in
the present crisis. The new social basis distinguishes between a
free tlite and masses held in discipline by means of compulsion
and terror. It is hard to have to write anything against such a man
as Sigmund Freud in view of the ill-treatment this friend of
humanity has suffered; yet he has certainly been intimately
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